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EDITORIAL 
This issue of The Journal of Investigative Dermatology has especial significance for it 
marks the beginning of the process which occurs when editorial responsibility for the 
Journal changes. It is the last issue that will carry in the front matter the names of those 
who have been responsible for the publication during the past five years. Our production 
schedule is such, however , that it will not be until the November 1977 issue that complete 
accountability can be assumed by the new editorial team. 
When we began in 1972 it seemed that the five-year term of office would be sufficient to 
meet all the goals we had set for ourselves. However, as a group and individually we have 
learned again the universal lesson- time and life are rapid and fleeting and never sufficient 
to do all that has to be done. We have also learned that what we set as our major goal - a 
definition of the role ofThe J ournal of'/nl'cstiga.tiL•e Dermatology in the 1970s-was really 
not ours to accomplish. That definition must be made by the contributors and readers, not by 
the Editor and Editorial Board. 
We faced problems during the past five years-deadline problems, production problems, 
advertising revenue problems, photocopying problems- but, in retrospect, none of them 
seems as important as it did when it was close at hand. One hopes the same cannot be said 
for what I believe to be our most important accomplishment-the relationship we have built 
between the European Society for Dermatological Research and the Society for Investigative 
Dermatology. 
All of the past, however , is merely prologue for the future-a future in which the Journal 
and our Societies must face new types of problems and challenges. One of the major 
problems, I believe, relates to the significant proliferation of new journals and societies 
which are concemed with areas directly related to investigative dermatology. Each new 
journal that is started or society that is incorporated can do one of two things: it can 
strengthen what we now have by bringing new people and new ideas to us or it can weaken 
us by taking ideas, energy, and people from us. We must make certain that the former, not 
the latter, happens. The person upon whose shoulders will fa!J much ofthe responsibility for 
making certain we are strengthened is the 5th editor of The Journal of lncestigalit•e 
Dermatology, Ruth K. Frei nkel , Professor of' Dermatology at Northwestern University 
Medical SchooL An accomplished physician, teacher, and active investigator, she will bring 
to the Journal and to our Societies the wisdom, foresight, and excellent judgment that have 
already won for her wide recognition on an international leveL Her ovm work has been in a 
number of extremely important areas: intermediary metabolism, hormonal regulation. acne 
vulgaris, I ipid metabolism, and diffe rentiation. On behalf of the current Editorial Board and 
the entire membership of both Societies, 1 wish her well and pledge to her our complete 
support during what will be a long and fruitful tenure. 
lrwin M. B' reedberg, M.D. 
Boston 
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